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now little doubt that it will—until conditions 
resume the normal. 

There are members stil! living who can remember 
the days when veterinary societies were few, 
and little or no interest in them was ies to the 
majority of the profession. Times have changed 
greatly since then; veterinary societies have become 
numerous and for the most part vigorous; and re- 
cognition of their value is now general se 
veterinary surgeons. The latter fact is proved by 
the determination of the profession to keep its 
societies going, and its success in doing so, which 
is one of the healthiest present signs of our pro- 
fessional life. The result will be that the societies, 
having retained so much of their activity, will be 
be able quickly to resume their previous rate of 


A PITFALL FOR PRACTITIONERS. 


The correspondent who sent us the report of a 
mange prosecution at Blyth, which we published 
last week, informs us that it was taken from the 
almost verbatim notes of a local reporter, to correct 
the deficiencies of Press reports. Illness of two of 
our depleted staff prevented comment on the matter 
last week, and compelled us to hold over several 
communications which were due for insertion. 

A remark made by the Clerk of the Court before 
the defence commenced—“ There is no case against 
Mr. Isherwood” summarises the merits of the 
question so far as the veterinary surgeon involved 
in it is concerned. Some misunderstanding appears 
to have occurred between the owner of a horse under 
detention for parasitic mange and Mr. Isherwood, 
who treated the animal, with the result that theowner 
unwittingly committed what seems to have been no 
more than a technical offence, which his veterinary 
surgeon had never sanctioned. The conviction of 
the owner was inevitable; though under the circum- 
stances the penalty might perhaps have been lighter 
than it was. The acquittal of Mr. Isherwood was 
equally a matter of course; and in his case it is not 
easy to understand why the charge against him was 
brought into court. This is one of the cases in which 
a veterinary surgeon in rightly held more responsible 
for the observance of the law than any other man. 
For that very reason, charges of infringing the law 
ought not to be brought against veterinary surgeons 
except on strong evidence ; and usually prosecuting 
authorities observe this rule. 

The case is a useful illustration of the necessity 
that veterinary surgeons should be extremely care- 
ful in framing verbal advice in cases of this nature. 
It suggests the prudence of advising in writing 
whenever possible; but even if that were always 
practicable, it is impossible to avoid supplementing 
such advice verbally. A verbal misunderstanding 
seems to have caused all the trouble in this case; 
and one result was to bring undeserved anxiety and 
expense upon a veterinary surgeon with whom all 
his colleagues will sympathise. 

THe Societies. 


Of course, most of our professional societies are 
meeting less frequently now than before the war. 
The great point is that they still continue to meet, 
and that the meetings, though inevitably fewer and 
more sparsely attended than formerly, seem still 
animated by the old spirit, and consequently are as 
helpful and interesting as ever. We are constantly 
able to print evidence of this; and the report of the 
Irish V.M.A.’s meeting last week was a good ex- 
ample. This is wholly satisfactory ; and it is to be 
hoped that the same thing will go on—as there is 


OBSERVATIONS ON SODIUM CHLORIDE. 
By Capt. W. W. Lane, a.v.c., Secunderabad. 

Eliminated in the urine—chlorine combines with 
potassium—acid from potassium salt unites with sodiu 
thus removing it from the blood (Bunge)—has cai 

tro-enteritis and death in enormous doses—combines 
in the stomach with lactic acid forming sodium lactate, 
and sets free hydrochloric acid—unfit as a cathartic for 
horses and dogs—tends to elevate temperature—red 
blood corpuscles are augmented—severe hxemorr 
collapse and surgical shock are treated most successfully 
by injection of hot normal saline solution into a vein, 
under the skin, or per rectum (Winslow). 

Promotes digestion and assimilation, cathartic in 
ruminants, but i's action in this respect in the horse is 
violent and uncertain ; toxic doses irritant, and produce 
gastro-enteritis, in cases of hcemorrhage colla a, 
Intravenous or subcutaneous injections of solution 
sodium-chloride prove very useful. (Veterinary Thera- 
peutics, E. Wallis Hoare). 

1. Hemorrhage. This animal was apparently all 
right after castration, but on the following morning he 
was found down, hardly able to rise, rocking himself from 


in a sorry plight. His pulse was so weak and rapid 
that it could not be counted. Examination of the 
mucous membranes indicated internal hzemorr 

there was no scrotal bleeding—probably due to rupture 
of the spermatic artery or artery of cord. How much 
sa]t, how much liquid were questions which [ could not 
answer, so it was decided to so place the solution that 
he could meet his own requirements. This was done by 
means of the stomach pump and tube. As the case was 
urgent the salt was not weighed, but when he recovered 
without further ado, a similar quantity was weighed 
and found to be one pound, the quantity of water was 
four gallons. 

2. Rig Castration. Rise of temperature and 

of bowel. This patient was cast in a loose box and 
placed so that light could be utilised to the best 


side to side, looking round to his flank, and altogether - 
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advantage. During the operation—he was evidently on 
a slight slope—there was more prolapse of the bowel 
into the canal (but not outside the wound) than I have 
ever seen, but this did not trouble me, as I had often 
withdrawn the bowel and returned it without bad 
effects. The testicle was found alongside the bladder 
and removed, the wound being closely stitched. On 
rising all the bowel had returned to theabdomen. On the 
following day he was dull but feeding; on the second 
he was off his feed and had a temperature of 105° F. 
is: death from peritonitis. It was then thought 
wise to open and swab out the operation wound, and an 
assistant was asked to hold up the leg ; he did so rather 
roughly and the patient struggled somewhat. A few 
minutes after my N.C.O. said, “Bowels down, Sir” ; 
and they were, to a considerable extent. We immediately 
su the intestines with four dirty hands—we had 
been handling the patient rather freely—and returned 
them: a piece of cotton wool saturated with carbolic 
solution was inserted into the wound and the animal 
east. The wound was again sutured, and towards com- 
letion of this the cotton wool was withdrawn—it was 
‘ound to be covered with débris. The bowel had come 
through a two days old wound and had, in addition to 
our dirty hands, come freely into contact with the 
scrotum and inside of the thigh. The prognosis now 
certain, but it was decided to try the salt and 
water again. I instructed my N.C.O. to do so, sure of 
the outcome. 
Judge of my surprise next morning to be told that 
tient was better, and eating. On visiting him I found 
m cheerfully munching lucerne, with a temperature of 
103°F. The following morning the temperature was nor- 
mal; and recovery was uninterrupted. Never have I seen 
such a flow of thin serum as took place from the wound; 
and this continued for a week. 
On enquiring how much salt he had received, I stood 
when that a similar quantity weighed 
2lb.20z. Needless to say, this amount was never 


intended. 
Several debilitated animals in the corps—this was a 
y corps, the height of the animals being 132 to 13.3 
h.—were then given 21b., but as one died from gastro- 
enteritis the amount was reduced to 1]b. This has 
been proved to be a safe dose for artillery and cavalry 
horses ; the dose for the ponies has been further reduced 
to $1b., because several animals, emaciated as the result 
of parasitic infection, were adversely affected—colicky 

pains, etc. 


3. Diarrhea. In this case the feces were extremely 
liquid and foetid, and as the patient was very thin the 
is was doubtful. With a view to determining 
the value of salt solution in such cases he was given 
11b. sodium chloride in four gallons of water, and 
allowed to drink flour 1. He was so weak the fol- 
lowing day that he to be lifted and put into slings. 
Within 24 hours the feces were nearly normal, the foul 
smell had disappeared, and in a few days recovery was 
complete without further treatment. 
4. jotomy. Swrgical shock. In two out of three 
cases the patients appeared to be in a state of colla 
some time after the completion. I am satisfied they 
were cases of surgical shock, as I have seen many cases 
of chloroform poisoning in the hot climate of Meso- 
potamia, indicated by increasingly violent involuntary 
struggling, stertorous laboured breathing and profuse 
tion. (In — case I should treat both con- 
itions similarly). ese animals responded well to 
up, but when left alone the breathing became shallower 
and shallower until I felt sure it must soon cease. Each 
patient was given $1b. of salt in two gallons of water 
per stomach tube, and in an incredibly short they were 
on their feet. 


As a precautionary measure the third patient was 
treated likewise with satisfactory results. ; 

5. Double Pnewmonia. One of the above patients 
doveloged a temperature with accelerated breathing and 
showed signs of irritation at the seat of operation (per 
vaginam). So with a view to warding off peritonitis the 
salt treatment was continued. As she was possessed of 
so violent a temperament that it was impossible to train 
her—she was a remount—a close examination was not 
indicated. Events proved, however, that the tempera- 
ture was due to pneumonia (mechanical ?) and here lies 
a pitfall. In a standing position gravitation through 
the tube into the stomach is easy, but it is diffienlt to 
obtain when the animal is recumbent. Of course the 

ump is always used with these large quantities of 
quid, but care must be taken that the tube is emp’ 
before withdrawal, otherwise a considerable quantity is 
deposited in the pharynx. I consider this is what hap- 
pened in this case. Ausculation and percussion—she 
rapidly became placid—revealed hepatisation of the 
lower half of both lungs; but, nevertheless, she made 


good recovery. 


Case V. Case VI. 

Oct. M. E. Oct. M. E. 
oe 101.7 9 * 102 
7 *101.7 101.2 10 *101 101.8 
8 *102 *105 ll 100.4 102.4 
9 *102 102 12 102 m 101.4 

10 *103.7 *103.3 13 102 t 

ll 7103 102 103.6 102 
12 104.6 104.6 102.6 
13 103.2 102.8 14 101.4 101.6 
14 102.2 102.8 15 102 101 
15 101.6 101.9 16 100.7 101.1 
16 101.2 101 17 101.5 100 
17 100 100.4 

18 100 108 


Salt. t1lb: m muco-enteritis. 


Appended is her chart ; it will be ebserved that she 
received 43 lb. of salt in six days. A glance at this will 
give some interesting information ; compare the temper- 
ature with the administration of salt. 

6. Muco-enteritis. Three days after the operation a 
second of the Ovariotomy patients showed colicky 
ae and atemperature. Her mucous membranes were 

rick-red_and she passed a considerable quantity of 
mucus. Diagnosis was muco-enteritis. She was given 
1 lb. of salt in the usual quantity of water, and in the 
midst of it Ol. lini. Oj. and Ol. terebinth loz. The purge 
did not act. for over 36 hours, but next day her tempera- 
ture and pulse suddenly increased, and she was very 
dull. Another 1]b. of salt was given, and in three 
hours the temperature dropped from 103.6° to 102°F., 
though it went up again slightly towards evening ; and 
she was quite cheerful and snappy. On the followi 
day the bowels acted freely (no more mucus) oa 
recovery was complete soon after. 

Her chart is also appended, and os tee, is interesting. 

7. Dosage of Salt experiment. With a view to provin 
the safety or otherwise of these doses two horses, bo 
cast for destruction, were each given 1 Ib. in four gallons 
of water daily for 15 consecutive days. re was pro- 
fuse diuresis ; naturally, their appetites were voracious, 
their skins shone, and the increase in weight, though 
the N.C.O. in charge declared there was no increase in 
rations, was extraordinary. 

One of these cases had pane 3g paralysis of the 
rectum and bladder, partial paralysis of the hind legs, 
and wasting of the gluteal muscles. Post-mortem re- 
vealed old-standing fracture of the body of the sacrum ; 
three of the spinous processes and both angles of the 
croup. By the end of the treatment she hal socvenad 
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nervous control of the rectum, tho for weeks pre- 
viously her faeces had to be removed by hand. 

The other case was diagnosed as fracture of the pas- 
tern, and post-mortem disclosed an unhealed fracture. 
In this case both the thickening and lameness decreased. 

In the earlier stages of these experiments, when 2 |b. 
of salt were given regularly to all animals, till the pony 
already mentioned died (no artillery or cavalry horse was 
any the worse) over 20 gastrophilus equi were found, dead 
and bleached, in the faeces in several instances. Also in 
at least seven or eight animals distinct attempts at vom- 
ition were noticed ; in two animals during administra- 
tion the fluid was ejected through the nostrils,fevidently 
it had come up alongside the tube. Accordingly one or 
two ounces of ordinary mustard—the table article—were 
added to the saline solution to induce attempts at vom- 
ition with the accompanying regurgitation throughout 
the stomach, but the results were not constant, and the 
animals appeared so severely shaken for a day after that 
this was discontinued. 

Further observations proved that there is no anthel- 
mintic action when 11b. sodium chloride is the dose 
given. The remark applies to Gastrophilus equi, Spirop- 
a megastoma the Strengylus armatus and tetra- 
canthus. 

General remarks. The above cases are given in their 
order of happening with a view to showing how the 
whole series of experiments came about—and they have 
all been made during the last five months. It is not 
contended that every case was correctly interpreted, 
but the results have been so extraordinary that publica- 
tion seems desirable. 

The action ot the large dose—smaller doses are not so 
satisfactory—appears to be febrifuge, alterative, ab- 
sorbent, and tonic to an extraordinary degree. Nor was 
there any bad effect noticeable on post-mortem in the 
two experimental animals. 

The antiseptic action of saline solution is said to be 
slight, so it is assumed that the results obtained in the 
diarrhcea, muco-enteritis and threatened peritonitis 
cases were due to increased osmosis and elimination, 
plus dissolving of mucus in the first and second. The 
doses given do not cause catharsis but rather tend to 
constipation, while the action of linseed oil as a purga- 
tive is delayed till the second or third day by the addi- 
tion of salt; even then it is not perenne but rather 
lubricant. Also the nauseating effect of the oil appears 
to be nullified, as the appetite is not impaired. 

Many debilitated animals (cause unknown) have put 
on condition at an extraordinary rate, and there appears 
to be no reason why cattle feeding should not be accel- 
erated in the same way, I remember reading some 
years something about experiments with salt added 
to the food, and its value was then pores. During a 
recent outbreak of rinderpest several cattle were given 
1]b. of salt in solution, but beyond the fact that they 
readily swallowed the tube when introduced —— in 
wooden gag in the mouth, no knowledge was gained. 

In strangles the abscesses appear to run a much more 

ign course ; they are not so hard and painful; and 
in cases of large mgpeniing wounds the results are 
very satisfactory. flow of lymph is increased 
considerably and the surrounding swelling rapidly 


It occurs to the author, too, that the administration 
of large quantities of sodium salts—sodium chloride or 
citrate, might be of t value in the treatment of such 
cases as pleurisy with hydrothorax, mammitis and lam- 
initis, by rendering the lymph thinner, reducing the 
cragulability of the exuda' us retarding organisation 
and aiding absorption. etritis, too, might be con- 
siderably influenced, while abdominal operations may 
be made much more “safe.” 


_ Sodium chloride does aot appear to be of any value 
in purpura hemorr! e exudate is increased ; in 
itic infection—already mentioned ; nor in tetanus. 
n the last-mentioned the condition of the patient be- 
came no worse—the attack was moderately severe w 
admitted to hospital—but convalesence appeared as pro- 
longed as usual; he did, however, put on condition 
——v from the very beginning. 
rom the experience of several hundred animals, 1 lb. 
for artillery and cavalry horses and $b. for ponies, well 
diluted and given per tube appear to be quite safe. In 
cases where the appetite is very much impaired it is 
advisable to begin with smaller doses and increase 
afterwards. 

We appear to have a great advantage over the medical 
profession in that sodium chloride does not cause emesis 
in horses and cattle, and they seem to tolerate relatively 
much larger doses, given by the mouth, too, and not in 
enemata ; and one large dose in the 24 appears to 
be 

ith a view to finding out how far saline soluti 
was likely to get in a given time, on animal which 24 
destroyed had given to him a bucketful of water col- 
oured with methylene blue 15 minutes — to destruc- 
tion. On post-mortem the cecum was found distinctly 
stained, and the first part of the double colon showed a 
slight tinge. 


On THE Stomacn TUBE. 


This is one of my most cherished possessions, and I 
cannot conceive of anyone drenching an animal by the 
sider inte medication by the tu J easiest, 
and safest—the drenching bottle now cruel, 
and dangerous—and if proof is required let me hasten to 
say that in experimental salt treatment in ponies which 
were debilitated asa result of itic infection, 104 
animals have had pumped into them 208 gallons in five 


purchased ~ | tube two years ago for the relief of aisle 


2 


li elm bark as a lubricant is recommended, but 
I find that all that is necessary is to thoroughly wet the 


tube. The deleterious effect of an oily drench may be 
obviated by thoroughly wetting the inside of the tube 
before use as well as carefully washing out afterwards. 

Messrs. Haussman and Dun, 708 South Clark Street, 
Chicago, supplied the outfit, and if my memory does not 
fail me, the pump, single 
dollars prepaid. 


and postage, cost eleven 


. 
| 
| 
q 
| 
q 
to six hours. ‘This was continued daily for a week | 
| 
| have seen only one case of the former since. : 
Though the technique of the tube is described in text- | 
books a short description may not be out of place here. 
I prefer the nasal route (left side), taking care that the j 
end of the tube is kept well on the floor of the nostril— 
|the passage between i -y turbinated bone and the 
| septum is yc | narrow. My tube has acurve through 4 
being kept coiled, so during the nasal passage the curve 
is kept on the npper side, for the above reason. On 
reaching the poe the tube is given a half-turn, ; 
which points the end in an upward direction and enables 
it be carried over the glottis and into the cesophagus 
without ym for the swallowing action, subject, of ! 
|course, to the head being kept in its normal position j 
| relative to the neck. The complete turn is then made, 
|easier. Injury to the mucous membrane with hemor- 
|rhage may result during extraction, but this can be 
avoided by pulling the tube out by the left hand at 
right angles in an upward direction, at the same time Fi 
pressing the tube down at the nostril by the right hand 
ecreases. to prevent discomfort. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Cases oF Equine ANTHRAX. 


José Izquierdo records the following five cases :— 
The first was only presumably one of anthrax. 
It occurred in August, 1916, the subject being a 
three-year old horse. The author found the animal 
in extremis ; and death took place a few minutes 
later. Post-mortem examination was not possible; 
and at the time the author was unable to form any 
judgment as to the cause of death, though the 
istory given him led him to suspect pulmonary 


apoplexy. 

wo days after the first case, the author was 
called to a twelve-year-old mule. He found the 
animal presenting slight colicky pains, with inter- 
vals of tranquillity. papa was 58 per minute, 
the temperature 101.3°F., and the respirations 
almost normal. These symptoms, and the fact 
that the mule sometimes assumed the urination 
position, led the author to suspect a slight gastric 
indigestion. 

Treatment consisted in warm fomentations to the 
abdomen and loins, the administration of sedatives, 
and the injection of arecoline. These measures 

ved unavailing; and the mule died in about 24 
ours. The temperature did not rise before death, 
neither did the colicky pains become intensified, 
nor any symptom become aggravated. On the 
other hand, the temperature fell suddenly to 95.5° F. 
one hour before death. 

Post-mortem examination revealed a great quan- 
tity of coagulated blood, averaging from 4 to 5 
centimetres in thickness, in the cecum and in 
of thecolon. No particular lesion was found in 
the other organs; but the hemorrhage in the 
cxcum, combined with the rapid evolution of the 
disease, forced the author to the diagnosis of 
anthrax. 

The third, fourth, and fifth cases occurred at the 
same time. The third case was an eight-year-old 
mule, which died in 22 hours, and which it was not 
possible to treat. The fourth was a twelve-year-old 
stallion, which lived for 30 hours. This case was 
treated without result with injections of turpentine 
and physiological serum. we, ore of camphor- 
ated oil were also given, ucing a rapid but 
slight improvement. The fifth case was a thi - 
year old stallion, which recovered. 

The symptoms of these last three cases were the 
same as those seen in the second case; and post- 
mortem examination of the two which died also 
revealed the existence of intestinal hemorrhage, as 
seen in the second case. There was not the least 
doubt that the infection was anthrax; for the diag- 
nosis was bacteriologically confirmed at a provincial 
laboratory. 

The fifth case, which recovered, was treated with 
injections of turpentine, sodium salicylate and salol 
internally, irrigations of boiled salt solution, and 
h ermic injections of camphorated oil. The 

remedy was used in the proportion of two 


of camphor to ten of olive oil; and 10c.c. was 
injected every two hours. Other treatment adopted 
consisted of milky diet, physiological serum, and 
febrifuges. This treatment was followed for twelve 
days, at the end of which the animal had so far 
recovered that the temperature was normal and the 
appetite had returned. Complete recovery followed 
in due course. 

Bearing in mind the slight improvement from 
the use of camphorated oil in the fourth case, the 
author believes that the recovery in the fifth was 
due to the action of this agent. He is —— in 
this a the fact that in the fifth case he 
always noti evident improvement and great 
vivacity of the animal after the injections. One day, 
indeed, he found the animal down and almost mori- 
bund; and, injecting 15c.c. of camphorated oil, 
was surprised to see the patient rise ten minutes 
afterwards, notably improved. Afterwards he regu- 
larly gave 15c.c. every two hours, and observed 
that the ape goer improvement was more pro- 
nounced at each injection, till complete recovery 
was attained.—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad 
Pecuarias). 


SPONTANEOUS RECOVERY FROM JOINT-ILL 
IN A RECENTLY-BORN MULE. 


8. B. Bardén reports the following case, which 
he regards as worthy of record on account of the 
extreme gravity of joint-ill when appearing in 
recently-born animals. The subject was a mule 


The first symptom of disease was noticed on the 
fourth day birth, in the form of an intense 
lameness of the right fore limb, for which the 
owner could not account. All that Bard6én could 
discover by a careful examination was a warm, 
painful indiemmabeny lesion in the scapulo-humeral 
oint of the limb, and a little phlebitis of the um- 
bilical cord. He suspected the nature of the case, 
but could not feel absolutely certain at that time. 
The next day the elbow and knee joints of the same 
were similarly affected; and at the same time a 
slight arthritis in both hock joints was noticed. 
Bardén no longer had any doubt regarding diag- 
nosis, and gave a most unfavourable prognosis. 

The disease, however, far from following its usual 
evolution, remained localised in the joints werd 
named. At the end of three days an abscess the 
size of a nut formed upon the external aspect of 
each hock; and both a oy and gave 
exit to the they contained. e inflammatory 
lesions of the right elbow and knee joints termin- 
ated by resolution. In the right scapulo-humeral 
joint alone a little — persisted, formed by a 
small quantity of serous ge in the synovial 
cavity of the joint. This disappeared after only 
two applications of a blistering ointment, with an 
in of six days between them. 

As the normality of the joints became restored, 
the umbilical phlebitis subsided and finally disap- 
peared. The general condition of the patient did 
not alter during the course of the infection, 

Microscopic examination of the pus wae not 
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ible; but Bardén regards the s as 
the diagnosis beyond doubt. 1 spon- 
taneous and complete recovery, without any treat- 
ment except that of the shoulder joint in its con- 
yalescent stage induced him to record the case.— 
(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Pecuarias). 
W. R. C. 


DEFINITION OF VETERINARY SURGEON— 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record.” 

Dear Sir,—In continuation of the previous correspon- 
dence on the above subject, I enclose herewith copies of 
— correspondence for favour of publication in your 

ued jo 

I also enclose copy of a reply to a Government Veter- 
re ont Pay of 

eteri u ns, icultu rtmen nion 
of South Africa Yours faithfully, 

J. Smirs, M.B.c.v.s., Colonel. 
P.O. 1620, Johannesburg. 


February, 1918. 


Copy. 
Union or Sourn Arrica—Unig van Zuip-AFRIKA. 
: Offices of the Senior V.O., 
Pietermaritzburg, Natal. 
17 Sept., 1917. 


J. Irvine Smith, Esq., Johannesburg. 

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the 
receipt of correspondence re Administrator’s Notice, 
257/17, and regret that I have not done so earlier. 

I may say at once, that I agree with Mr. Borthwick’s 
view of the question, as I think the intention is clear, 
viz, that in the absence of a Veterinary Surgeon the 
matter referred to should be reported to og other 
officials named, t.¢., the Stock Inspector or Magistrate— 
those with whom he is usually associated in this country 
in his duties in connection with the suppression of dis- 
ease, and really I think we understand the position well 
enough to take the reasonable view of the position in 
the circumstances. 

Ialso think that the practice to which exception is 
taken is not an unusual one in Government ations, 
and is not confined to our profession. I have a some- 
what similar case before me of Regulations issued under 
the Natal ;Public Health Act, 1915; and it still stands, 
where “Health Authority” “means and includes” in 
addition to the Minister, Magistrate, Medical Officer of 
Health, “any other Government Officer,” apparently no 
matter what the status of the last named may be. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) W. M. Powes, Senior V.O. 
Johannesburg, 20 Sept., 1917. 


Senior V.O. 
Maritzburg, Natal. 
Dear Sir, 
Re Definition of “ Veterinary Surgeon.” 

Replying to your favour of the 17th inst., might I 
state that it is eonteriat as to what is the “intention”: 
the fact remains that a “Stock Inspector” or a “ Magis- 
trate” can in future legally claim to be described as a 
Veterinary and that this unfortunate state of 


W. M. Power, Esq 


oe is due to an ill-considered 
the 


“associations,” the “ obj the “intentions,” and 
“reasonable views” of tioned by 


Gazetted Regulation. | raised 


you are beside the all-important point of per- 
mitting any unqualified person to 
inary Surgeon.” 

Sur from the year 1844 to 1914, and you wi 
realise the enormous amount of toil, energy, and expense 
er veterinary ancestors incurred in fighting, striving 
or, and ultimately securing the recognition of Veterinary 
Art by law as a profession, and the safeguarding of the 
title Veterinary Surgeon, or Practitioner of Veterinary 
Surgery, or of any branch thereof. In fact, it sends a 
glow of pride through one, and one feels an intense 
admiration for the unselfish service these men rendered 
the profession. Compare this highly creditable work 
with the ease and reckless flippancy with which a few 
Members in South Africa can fling away these hard- 
earned and exemptions enjoyed 
by the Veterinary, Medical, and other professions. 

Your analogy quoted from the Natal Public Act, 1916, 
if it had been correct, merely proves an adage, “That 
two wrongs do not make a right”; but its inaccuracy 
goes further, and gives point to James Ward’s statement, 
‘An analogy is a good servant but a bad master ; for 
when master it does more to blind than previously it did 
to illuminate.” 

If the Regulations framed under the Natal Public 
Health Act had defined “ Medical Authority” or “ Med- 
ical Officer” to mean and include Magistrate or other 
unqualified person, I feel certain that within one month 
of its promulgation the Government of South Africa 
would have been compelled to alter the definition. Not 
one single medical man would have been found waver- 
ing or deflacting: they would have all sunk their petty 
differences and presented a solid front in defence of 
their rights. 

“Health Authority” may mean anything or nothing, 
excepting in so far as the Government may care to 
define it in the Gazette. A scavenger may be a “health 
authority,” and he is very useful in many ways, but he 
is not ed by law as a member of a profession. 

Since Union the Veterinary Profession has e to 
sleep, and the disastrous results of this somnolence is 
already too obvious. There has been, and there is, a 
continual filching away by laymen of veterinary duties. 
The inadequate payment of Veterinary Officers in the 
Government Service is an instance of outstanding neg- 
lect. In the Transvaal the minimum salary was re- 
duced from £500 to £320 per annum. Loss of profess- 
ional status has followed in its trail, for capeaee, 
plumbers, and blacksmiths receive a higher pay. 
now comes the “grand finale” to all this inaction by 
legally conferring on laymen the title,of “ Veterin 
Surgeon” by Government notice. Who is responsi 
for this state of affairs? Posterity must be given the 
pbame or names so that at any rate they will be in a 
ae to curse or praise him, or them, as they may 
esire ; and I feel sure the disappointment will be great 
if you are found on the side of inaction and retro- 


gression.— Yours faithfully. 
(Signed) Jas. Invinge Smita. 

Copy. 

Union or Sours Arrica—Uniz van AFrika. 
Office of the Kantoor van de Senior V.O., 
Pietermaritzburg, 22 Sept., 1917. 

J. Irvine Smith, Esq., Johannesburg. 
Dear Sir,—Your letter of the 20th inst. duly received. 
I am still in communication with Mr. Borthwick on the 
question, and may say that I have made a suggestion 
which, if adopted, should, I think, meet the objections 
ised to the wording of the present i 


faithfully, 
(Signed) W. M. V.O. (Natal). 


= | 
| 
| 
; | 
| | 
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Johannesburg, 28th January, 1918. 


To Mr. —, 
Government Veterinary Surgeon, South Africa. 


Status and Pay of Veterinary Officers Agricultural 
Department. 


Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, 
ve above, dated 24th inst., and in reply I may state that 
this subject does not directly concern me, and I am only 
interested in so far as it affects the status of the pro- 
fession as a whole. 

During the time I held the office of Acting Principal 
Veterinary Officer of the Transvaal Agricultural Depart- 
ment some 15 years ago, [ insisted on and succeeded in 
securing the minimum salary of £500 per annum with 
annual increments for all Transvaal veterinary officers. 
I am not conversant with the reasons or circumstances 
for the re-adjustment of this minimum rate, but I under- 
stand that when Union took place, instead of the 
salaries of the Cape, Natal, and Orange Free State 
veterinary officers being raised to the above-mentioned 

re, the remuneration of the Transvaal vetermary 
officers was dragged down to the level of that of the 
Cape, namely, £350 per annum, which is less than the 
wi of a gms carpenter, or any other tradesman 
in Johannesburg. 

I refrain from placing the blame at the door of any- 
one, but I do trust the veterinary officers of the depart- 
ment will unanimously take the matter up, and speak 
out with no uncertain voice before the Commission and 
claim their minimum of £500 per annum. 

A separate Department. long as the Veterinary 
Branch is as a division of another department, 
so long will they remain subservient. On this subject 
I hold that veterinary surgeons should not be prepared 
to accept or submit to the dictwm of any other Depart- 
ment. They should maintain, and rightly maintain, 
that by their ial training, they are capable of keep- 
ing their own house in order, and they should decline 
the interference of any other experts—agricultural or 
otherwise. The profession fully appreciates the responsi- 
bility devolving upon them ; they should also ise 
that the only authority standing above them should be 
the Minister for Agriculture, and that the Principal 
veterinary officer should be the head of the veterinary 
department directly responsible to the Minister. Experi- 
ence shows that this is the only economic, practical, and 
scientific solution of the.problem, and how very danger- 
ous it -} to continue to openly violate this fundamental 
principal. 

The Veterinary Department in no way clashes with 
the Agricultural Department, nor is the one subordinate 
to the other ; both should confine themselves to the 
a duties they have been trained to deal with, and 

e only duties they have in common are those of watch- 
ing over the interests of the stockowner and the public 
weal, ied which purpose co-operation e1 both sides is 


essen 

It has since been recognised that veterinary 
science is a highly specialised work, and that no other 
professional man or layman can possibly take the place 
of the trained expert in veterinary matters. The tute- 
lage of the agricultural expert in veterinary matters is 
not required, and it is a matter of surprise to find that 
the profession in South Africa has permitted it for so 
long, as it is r ised on both sides that non-inter- 
ence with each other’s sphere of activity is essential 
for progress, development, and efficiency. 

It is conceivable that occasions may arise when 
representatives from the Agricultural Department and 
Veterinary Department may have t> consult together, 
but for an agricultural expert to attempt to control or 
we the work of veterinary surgeons tends, with- 

any manner ef doubt, to create a state of affairs 


oe on the ludicrous, and it is only by maki 
combined, unanimous representations through lagitimans 
channels to any Commission that may be appointed, 
that the profession will ultimately be given its proper 
recognitiou on similar lines to the Medical Department 
of the Union of South Africa. 

The address of the Secretary of the Transvaal Veteri- 
nary Medical Association is as follows :— 

H See. Tranevaal Ve Medical Association, 
on. ety. i 
P.O. Box 593 Pretoria. 

With regard to the Administrator’s Pound Notice, 
this is under consideration oe and we have 
every reason to believe that it be cancelled in the 
kindest regards, bel faithfully, 

ith ki 1eve me, yours faithfully, 
(Sgd) Jas. Irvine Smith. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
War Office, March 13. 


The following names have been brought to the notice 
of the Secretary ef State for War for valuable services 
rendered in connexion with the war :— 

* * * 
Temp. Qrmr. and Hon. Lt. (temp. Capt.) J. H. Ashton. 
Gene. and Hon. Capt. T. F. Campey. 
ajor E. Day, ret. pay, late a.v.c. 


Extracts from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Mar. 8. 
Recutar Forces. Army VETERINARY Corps. 
Cus. J. E. L. Still (7.¥.), relinquishes the rank of temp. 
aj. on alteration em - (Feb. > 
To be temp. Lieut :—W. L. Marshall (Feb. 18). 
Temp. Qrmr. and Lt. to be Hon. Capt. :—G. J. Stacey 
(Jan. 6). 
commn. (Mar. 
relinquishes the temp. 
to be as Comdt., 


March 12. 


F. V. Perr 
Capt. A. B. Mattinson, 
of Major on 
School of Farriery (Feb. 1). 


Capt. S. E. Holmes, Spec. Res., to be Major while 
caine ine appt. of Dep. Asst. Dir. of Vety. Servs., 
an. 17). 
Temp. Capt. S. S. Herbert relinquishes his commn. on 
account of ill-health, and is granted the hon. rank of 


Bt. M O.B.E., Res. of to be temp. 
Vety. Serv. 


as Asst. Dir.-Gen. 

eb. 25 

Qrmr. and Hon. Lieut. to be Hen. Capt.:—C. M. 

. Stephenson resigns his commn. on account 

ill-health, and is granted the hon. rank of Capt. 


Temp. 


March 15. 
Maj. C. Rose is removed on acct. of ill-health (Mar. 16) 


March 16. 
‘Temp. Lt. to be Temp. Capt.:—W. Reidy (Mar. 1). 
Temp. Qrmr. and Hes. to be Hon. :—Jd. 
Meredith (Mar. 16). 
March 18. 


Col. (tem ig.-Gen.) C. E. Nuthall, , retains 
of Brig-Gen, whilst Dir. of 
Vet. Servs. in India ( wy 1 : 
Mattinson, Spec. Res, 


To be tem 
ety. Hosp. (Feb. 7). 
\ 


4 


| 
Lieut. (Mar. 13). 
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C 
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March 19. 
Temp. Lt. to be tem Feb. 1 
To be temp. Lt.:—H. E. Charles (Mar. 1 » 


arch 21. 
Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt. :—D. G. Grealy (Mar. 6). 


TERRITORIAL Force, ArMy VETERINARY CoRPs. 
J. R. Welsby resigns his 
commn. 191 
that which appeared in Dasttie 
y 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VSS. 


The Secretary of the Royal Col of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the ale of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 


= 
t 


T. J. Kenny, Lieut. a.v.c. 

J.A.T. Kenyon, Capt. a.v.c. 

H. G. Lepper, Aylesbury 

. Litt, hitehaven 

cIntyre, Leek (1917, 1918) 
. O'Brien, Capt. a.v.c. 

Palmer, Capt. a.v.c. 

. W. Robson, Laurencekirk (’17, ’18) 
. B.O. Taylor, Stratford-on-Avon 
ilkinson, jun., Lanchester 

H. Woodcock, Capt. a.v.c. 
Young, Capt. a.v.c. 


. G. Bowes, Lt.-Col. a.v.c. £ 
. J. Brain, Cheltenham 

. P. Carter, Bradford 

. B. Chadwick, Manchester 


= 
= 


Sr 


Sy 
pry 


i=] 
= 
: 
| 


= 


ndsay 
itt, Shrewsbury 
arriott, Capt. A.v.c. 


oo London 

A. Rudkin, Grantham 
. Thompson, Aspatria 
Previously acknowledged § 600 


£636 


= 


me 


Slo 


DETERMINING SEX OF GUINEA-FOWLS. 


Peculiar questions are frequently asked by clients 
regarding animals, the writer was recenly bn &- how 
to distinguish between the sexes of guinea-fowls. 

This appears to be one of the puzzles of the poultry 
yard, and more than usual] care has to be exercised to 
cna errors. It has to be borne in mind that it is the 

on that utters the call, “come back,” so often associated 
with this fowl. The cocks are generally more fully de- 

ped and more round in form than the hens: this is 
more observable in the pow than when plucked. 

They have a fashion of arching their backs and getting 
on their toes, and strut along. 


aggressive to intruders, and, per- 
haps the most distinctive mark of all is that the wattles 
se ome are considerably larger than those of the 

The writer will be interested to learn if there are any 
other points of difference to be observed without - 
ling the birds. 


Vv. 8. 


Contagious abortion in Aberdeenshire. 


Some time ago Mr. William Brown, m.R.c.v.s., Aber- 
deen, was asked by the Executive Committee the 
Aberdeen County Council to report on the question of 
the prevention of contagious abortion. Mr. Brown’s 
report was submitted at a recent meeting of the com- 
mittee. Mr. Brown states that at the request of the com- 
mittee he visited London and had a conference with Sir 
Stewart Stockman, of the rd of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, on the subject. He discussed the question of 
a compulsory notification order with Sir Stewart Stock- 
man, and they quite agreed that if such an order was 
adopted as A ensure any marked degree of a 
tion of the disease, it would prove quite unworkable. 
The extended period of restriction on the movement of 
infected animals would be such as to be ruinous to the 
farming industry as a whole, and further, for technical 
reasons which specified. it was very questionable 
whether any order would do much ane he disease 
was so widespread in this country that they could never 
hope to stamp it out, but the results of protective vac- 
cination were such as to merit the opinion that the 
malady could be controlled, and enormous losses pre- 


vented. 
The Chief Veterinary Officer favoured the widespread 
use of vaccine for this purpose, but stipulated very 
strongly that it should only he used in herds where the 
existence of the disease was established, and that it 
should on no account be used on a healthy herd. He 
also preferred, that in districts where the treatment was 
to be carried out on a big scale, the local administration 
should be in the hands of a responsible body. Although 
the scientific staff of the laboratory had been greatly de- 
pleted owing to the war, Sir Stewart promised that if 
the County Council of Aberdeen were to adopt a scheme 
to assist stockowners in the county, he would do all io 
his aeons to supply as many doses of vaccine as possible. 
r. Brown Poor :—“In my opinion the County 
Council would be doing valuable work in increasing the 
numbers of live stock, by preventing the enormous 
annual loss from this malady, if they adopted a scheme 
for preventive treatment.” Such a scheme should be 
considered a temporary one, calculated to educate the 
stockowners to appreciate the value of this hueneieing 
ess, and when they recognise its value they woul 

expected to have it carried out by their own veter- 
inary surgeons, at their own expense, when they found 
it necessary. If the scheme prove to be too expensive it 
could be at any time discontinued. Mr. Brown added 
that on his return from London he visited Mr. Hugh Begg, 
F.R.C.V.8., veterinary inspector to the County of Lanark, 
who had been doing this work throughout that county 
for some time. He suggested, and he (Mr. Brown) 
agreed with the suggestion, that the veterinary inspectors 
should do the work of their own clients. A good deal of 
expense and time could be saved if in out-of-the-way 
districts farmers who had animals ready for vaccination 
were asked to bring them to an infected farm for treat- 
ment. Veterinary surgeons should be asked to arrange 
for this as far as possible. Mr. Begg felt that the farmer 
should be called on to pay so much, but doubtless if the 


county were to pay the whole cost at the start a greater 
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number of farmers would take advantage of the benefits 
of the scheme, and the value of treatment would there- 
fore more quickly become known. That, however, was 
a question for Council to decide. The report was 


approved.—J. B. A. 


Personal. 


Morcan.—On March 14, at South House, Faversham, 
to the wife of Ernest Morgan, M.R.c.v.s.—a daughter. 


OBITUARY. 


James Hart, M.R.c.v.s., Mile Stockport, Cheshire. 
Graduated, Edin: Nov., 1879. 


Mr. Hart died 2nd March, 1918, aged 78. 


A. C. Turner, M.R.0.v.s., Carshalton, Surre: 
1879. 


Death occugred 2nd March, at the age of 63. 


Lenox-ConynGHaM.— On the 15th March, at Chester, 
very suddenly, Hubert M. Lenox-Conynghan, F.k C.v.s., 
Brevet Lt.-Colonel, p.s.0., Acting Director of Veterinary 
Service, Western Command, seventh and youngest son 
of the late Col. Sir W. F. Lenox-Conyngham, of Spring 
Bm, Ga Derry, aged 48. 


INSURANCE COMPANIES’ FEES. 
To the Editor of The Veterinary Record. 
Sir,—I quite agree with your contributor in your issue 


think there is any remedy, fer the reason mentioned in the 
last paragraph of his | ere 

I should recommend him to accept an phe noe ina 

company. when the fee plus commission is well worth th 
This is what I did a few years ago, and i pew cheat 
monopolise the business of the district for this work and 
find it very lucrative. I have induced several of my neigh- 
bours te do the same, and they have found it to their ad- 
vantage. I think fees in general are much too small, for 
when the cost of travelling is added to the cost of medicine 
there is nothing left. Unless I doa my 
I do not think I get any remuneration atever. 
charges here have been less than 1/- per mile for ye 
journey and 2/- or 2/6 for drink or bottle of medicine. If I 
have two cases a day which I can see by using bicycle I get 
more profit than by seeing ten if I have to take the car. 
The farmers here can get their colts castrated for 5/- any 
distance away, so that you have to do them for that or let 
someone else do them. 

I should very much like to see an article on veteri 
fees as they are in other parts (as I don't know how the 
majority of veterinary surgeons*live) and what should be 
charged for serum injections, attendance on milk-fever cases, 
testing with tuberculin, etc., in order to get an existence 
out of the ‘‘ profession.’’ 

I had a client seven miles away who expected me to test 
a bull with tuberculin for 10/6. Supposing I went three 
times, the travelling expenses would be over 21/-, 30 I let 
him go elsewhere,— Yours, etc., Country. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of writers, not necessarily for publication. 


of 9th inst.—that the fees paid by Insurance Companies for 
examinations are too small and quite absurd, but I do not 


Editors to be addressed 
Fulham Road, London, 8.W. 3 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
Parasitic 
Anthrax and ~ Glanders.t Mange. t Swine Fever. 
Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- 8h 
Period. breaks| mals.| Out- | Ani- mals, |, Ott | Ani- Out- 
mals. breaks) mals. breaks =f: 
(a) (a) @) | 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended March 16 3s | 6 2) 4! 14] 2299] 129] 24 19 
19:7 | 15 1 7 17 
week in 1915 ...| 12 | 12 ¢| 59 | 286 
Total for Ll weeks, 1918... +...) 71 82 28] 1686| 8165] 189] 166 68 
1917 | 158 | 181 7| 12] 8998/1907! 305] 463 | 154 
| 1916 =... | 142 || 68 | 21 16 47 | 900 | 2251] 141] 9893 | 2768 
1915 ...| 184 | 204 ll 123 | 205 | 3329 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 


a) — (b) Reported by Loca] Authorities. ¢ Counties affected, animals attacked :— London 2, Forfar 2 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 19, 1918 Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 

IRELAND. Week ended Mar. 9 1 1 és ‘ o a Sue 4 1 8 

Total for 10 weeks, 1918 eee 1 1 ese . 38 123 4 22 
1915 ... | .. 10 141 47 262 


Nore The figures the Current Year are approximate only 


| 


